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“Preparing for the future...today”

From the Principal
Well I can’t believe it is that time of year! It has been yet another unique year for teaching and learning. As a
school we have worked through using online platforms to support distance learning, a short lockdown and many
changes to health requirements. Even with all of this, we have all made it to the end of another productive school
year with a positive path forward. This successful year filled with all the events and activities shows just how
resilient, determined and positive everyone is here at Padthaway.
Aussie of the Month
Congratulations to Riley Hayes who was the recipient of Aussie of the Month. Riley was nominated by the SRC for showing great
sportsmanship during play times and always being kind to his peers. Well done Riley!
Staffing 2022
It is with great delight that I can announce staffing for 2022. As we only have 1 pre-schooler we will again be incorporating the
preschool into the F/1/2 class, with Hannah Vogelsang. In the middle primary we will have a 3/4 class and I am pleased to announce
we have a new staff member, Holly Bottroff. Holly is a new graduate from Flinders University, who will be moving down from the
Adelaide Hills. We look forward to welcoming Holly to our school and community. In the Year 5/6 class we will have Rebekah Duell
continuing and Ebony Capurso will also be continuing her role as the NIT teacher for 3 days a week. We are lucky to also have three
SSO’s Vicki Heym, Lissy Orton and Tammy Mathews continuing in 2022. Lisa Graetz will also continue as our amazing PCW.
Sadly we will be saying goodbye to 3 of our wonderful SSO’s -Byron Edwards, Emma Cooper and Kirilie Turner who will be pursuing
new professional and personal directions in 2022. Although we will miss them as friends and important members of our team, we
will have many fond memories of their time here at Padthaway. As we say farewell to these 3 dedicated staff members, we wish
them each a wealth of happiness and positivity as they start new journeys and explore different opportunities. We have greatly
appreciated the time they have given to our school and the efforts they have made to ensure that Padthaway Primary is the
flourishing place we have today.
Stand Like Stone Grant
Some positive news to end the year, we have been successful in receiving a grant from Stand like Stone Foundation to revamp the
Bush Tucker Garden. We will be receiving $3,155, which will assist in purchasing stones, soil, weed mat, tools and new plants. This
will be a great project to begin in 2022.
End of Year Reports
After a productive and jam-packed Term 4, it’s that time of year when we celebrate all the learning our students have done and the
great improvements that have been achieved in our school. Our teachers spend a great deal of time reflecting and writing about
each child’s learning, progress and goals in their Semester 2 Reports. When you receive the reports on Friday, please take the time
to go through them carefully with your child, supporting important reflections about their learning journey for 2021. Use this
wonderful opportunity to celebrate their growth and set new goals with them for 2022.
Thankyou
As this is my final newsletter for Padthaway Primary, I just wanted to take a
moment to thank each and every one of you for all your kindness and
support in my role here as principal. I have loved getting to know all of your
children and being a part of this community. Padthaway will now always
have a special place in my heart. I look forward to building on from all of
these new positive relationships and visiting the school for future events. I
know the school is left in very capable hands led by Judy Goodes in 2022.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and safe and happy holidays filled
with lots of love and laughter.
- Jess

Concert
Last night we held our annual concert on
the oval, this years theme was “Christmas”.
Well done to all the children who
participated, I was so proud to watch all of
the dances and see all your hard work
come together. It can be very daunting to
perform in front of an audience, but you
were all so confident and represented the
school to a high standard. Our successful
concert was a reflection of the
commitment and dedication all of the
teachers and SSO’s have for the children
here at Padthaway.
During the concert we held the Year 6/7
graduation and said goodbye to a number
of families who will no longer have children
at our school. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the leaving
families for their contributions to our
school, support with events and being a
part of the Padthaway school community
over the past few years.
Although we farewell you from our school ,
we look forward to continuing our
relationships and seeing all of you around
the community. We hope that we will still
see you at some of our school events too.
We wish you all a healthy and very happy
holidays and 2022.
Thankyou and all the best to:
Kathy and Dan Hayes
Andrew and Tanya Frick
David and Megan Charlick
Sam Cottee and Tony Hancock
Vicki Heym
Christine and Glen Laffan-Greenman
Bill and Bron Longbottom
Scott Longbottom and Cheryl Merrett
Troy and Tammy Mathews
Terry Roberton
Burke and Mel Tiver
Kirilie and Dave Turner
We also sadly say goodbye to two families
moving interstate.
Jordan Richards and Maddie Jonas
Angela Milton and Tim Boxer
We will dearly miss Nixon and Ellis, their
cheeky smiles and energetic personalities!

PCW Spot
It’s beginning to look a
lot like Christmas! The
Christmas
decorations
have gone up in the
school office, concert
practice is in full swing,
at any one time there’s
guaranteed to be at least someone
humming along to ‘All I want for
Christmas is you’, and some days the art
room has looked like it’s been dragged
through the Christmas bush backwards.
What a wonderful time of year! It’s
when Christians celebrate the birth of
Jesus, God’s son who came to bring
peace, hope and love into our world. It
has been a turbulent year for many in
our community. There have been a lot of
uncertainties and fear around covid and
many have been living with a constant
low level stress. So well done to
everyone in the Padthaway community
for working together to support each
other throughout the year. We made it!
Whatever your circumstances, may your
Christmas break be full of peace, hope
and love. Joke: What’s the absolute best
Christmas present? A broken drum — you
can’t beat it!
Lisa

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNERS
Digby
McGregor
Something I am proud of
myself for doing at
school
is
my
handwriting, because I
am a lot neater than I
was at the start of the
year.
My favourite subject is PE because I can go
outside of the classroom. My favourite
sports are basketball, football and cricket.

Jack Orton

Bryce Rothe

Something l am proud
of myself for doing at
school is spelling words.
In spelling tests I can
get most of the words
correct.

Something I am proud of
myself for doing at school
is Maths, because I have
improved
with
measurement and angles.

My favourite subject is P.E, because we get
to learn about new sports and how to get
better at them. My favourite sport is
football.

Something I have learnt recently is reading
trickier books. I like to read Alex Rider.

Something l have learnt recently is how to
make slime. We did an experiment in
Science to make slime, it was lot’s of fun.

Something I would like to learn more about
is Art, I would like to know how to paint and
draw portraits.

Something l would like to learn more about
is why some people need glasses. Maybe I
can be an optometrist when I grow up.

By the end of the year I hope to be able to
read at a higher level. I really want to read
big novels.
At lunch I enjoy playing with my mates. We
play cricket, football and basketball.

By the end of the year l hope to be able to
be really happy with my concert dance and
be proud to perform in front of everyone.
At lunch l enjoy playing cricket, because I
move around a lot, I like batting best.

My favourite subject is
definitely PE, because I
love going outside and getting in the fresh air.
Next year I would like to learn more about
playing basketball.
Something I have recently learnt is how to use
protractors to read angles.
Something I would like to learn more about is
Science and how to use different materials to
make experiments.
By the end of next year I hope to be able to
write 3 pages in Big Write.
At lunch I enjoy playing cricket with my
friends. Outside of school I like to lead cattle
on my farm.

Outside of school l like to ride my
motorbikes and go over big jumps.

Outside of school I like to go to my friends
house. When I go to Jack’s house we like to
jump in the bean fields.
Jack, Year 5

Digby, Year 5

Tuck Day

Dates to Remember
Week 1
Term 1 begins—31st January 2022

Week 6

Week 1
Pies & Sausage Rolls —Dannielle Fiebig

Public Holiday—14th March
School Closure Day—18th March

School Information
67 Vogelsang Rd
Padthaway SA 5271
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PO Padthaway SA 5271

Muffins—Robbie Kirkham
Phone: 8765 5028

Student Free Day—11th March

Week 7

Bryce, Year 5
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